THE ANCESTORS AND DESCENDANTS 
of 
JOHN THOMAS BRITTAIN 
HANNAH ROGERS 
CATHERINE POTTS 


The Lord knoweth the days of the upright: 
and their inheritance shall be forever. 


We descendants of the Brittain Family can be 
proud to come from a long line of honorable 
religious, industrious people. Not nationally 
known names for any reason. They have answered 
the call of their country when needed. Have 
taken care of their own and lived full fruitful lives. 
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The Genealogy of the Brittain Family has been 
gathered from many sources. The known facts handed 
down father to son, letters written to descendants far 
and wide in this country as well as Canada. Court re- 
cordings, Family history and affairs were carefully 
recorded prior to 1939 by Till Filley and Hannah Jane 
(Jen) McNeely, historians for the Brittain Reunion. 
D.A.R. and daughter; 1812 records. 

or 

The Brittain Reunion Organization was formed Aug. 
10, 1910, at Springfield Lake. There had been previous 
gatherings but from this meeting the records were kept. 
The first officers were: President, W. S. Rhoades; 
Vice-President, Amanda Corp; Secretary, Lulu Lukens; 
Assistant Secretary, D. H. Harrington; Treasurer, 

L. O. Brittain; Historian, Till Filley. Members of 
the Reunion Organization belonged to the Brittain, 

Sumner and the Potts families. The original group 

numbered more than one hundred. 


The meeting was to be held each year close to 
August sixth, the birthday of John Thomas Brittain, 
father, grandfather, and great grandfather to the 
family. 


This record concerns the family of John Thomas 
Brittain. He was born August 6, 1823, died January 
1913. Five known generations of ancestors started; 
Samuel great great grandfather; William, great grand- 
father; Zeboeth, grandfather; John, Father; John Thom- 
as, Son. It is not known for certain how many years 
passed for the first five generations. The dates vary 
in different recordings. 


Samuel Brittain was born about 1700. His re- 
corded ancestory dates from John Stillwell 1515-1558, 
Dorkin Surrey, England. John Stillwell 1539. Nicho- 
las 1570-1647. Nicholas Stillwell 1609-1671. The 
last Nicholas son came to New York from Surrey, Eng- 
land. Lived in Virginia about 1639. Was commander 
in war against the Indians 1644. His daughter was 
Ann Stillwell who married Nathaniel Brittain. 
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Nathaniel Brittain's Ancestory was Nicholas 
Brittain, 1623-1684. Son, Nathaniel; Rev. Richard, 
Gloucestershire, England; William, 1729 married Mary 
Collins, French Descent, they had six sons. One was 
Zeboeth. Nathaniels son, Nathaniel married Elizabeth 
Brittain. He died and she married Abraham Brewer. 

He was with the Militia, Richmond, Long Island. He 
helped establish St. Andrews Church, Staten Island. 


Zeboeth, son of William had six sons who divided 
at the time of the Revolutionary War. James, William 
and Joseph fought with the King's army from England. 
Nathaniel, Zeboeth and Samuel for the Colonies. After 
the war the three who fought with the Kings Army went 
to Canada. Records vary but two probably returned to 
England and one stayed in Canada. There are recorded 
deaths in Brunswick. James, 1838; William, 1811; and 
Joseph, 1830. 


Nathaniel Brittain and Ann Stillwell's grandson 
Zeboeth was born in Amwell Township, New Jersey, 1746. 
Died 1790. He was a farmer. He fought two seasons at 
Ft. Washington and Strasburg, being a summer in each 
place. Zeboeth married Mary Elizabeth Mars. She was 
born in Ireland 1748, died 1815. They had nine chil- 
dren. Racheal one of their children married Jacob 
White, father of Milo White of Springfield Township. 
Mrs. Charles Serfass (Addie White) a school teacher 
for years and Minnie Ellet. The Suffragette of Spring- 
field came of this family. Ellet was named for her 
family. 


John a son of Zeboeth was born 1774 in Lower Mt. 
Bethel, Northampton County, Pennsylvania. John married 
Margret Albertson 1786, died 1831 leaving him with 
eight children, one of which was John Thomas Brittain, 
another Matilda Willard who married.a Sumner. The 
Sumner branch of the family are her descendants. An- 
other was Rev. Alem, father of Melton Brittain. Jane 
married a Rev. Lowry. Little is known about the other 
children. Of the eight children born to John and 
Margaret Brittain, four sons and four daughters, namely: 
Henry, Zebrith, Jane, Elizabeth, (Margaret), John T., 
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- All the other members of the family reached maturity. 
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After the death of John's wife in 1831 and a year later 
1832, John left Pennsylvania with his eight children and 
three sisters. They drove a three horse team over the 
Allegheny Mountains taking fourteen days to reach the 
vicinity of Middlebury, Ohio. He bought land for 
eleven dollars an acre. He bought more than two hun- 
dred acres, till at one time he owned about five hun- 
dred acres. He had the choice of two locations, one 
where Akron University now stands or the property now 
on Brittain Road. They were the two highest spots in 
Summit County. He built a cabin on what was called the 
Chittenden Place, where earlier settlers had hidden 
during an Indian raid. John Brittain was married a sec- 
ond time in 1834, to a member of the Gaynor family, 
which was one of the first to settle in Springfield 
Township. (Gaynor Metlin). Catherine died in infancy 
being 2 years old. Gaynor died in 1844. Later that 
year he turned over the farm to his son John Thomas 

who was married October 24, 1844. He lived with his 
son till his death 1857. He was a Methodist, a Whig 

in Politics and held many offices in the Township. He 
helped start the first school in the county. He had 
pioneer schooling of the time. At the time John 
Brittain located in Springfield, not a house had yet 
been built at Akron, and only a sparse population was 
scattered over the township. Neither schools nor 
churches had been established, but Mr. Brittain soon 
aroused enough interest to have a school house erected, 
this being the first one in Springfield Township. The 
first house built on the Brittain farm was destroyed by 
fire, and was replaced by the one which stands at 95 
Brittain Road, in which John Brittain died in 1857. 


John Thomas married Hannah Rodgers, daughter of 
Sarrah and Gurden Rodgers. She was one of eight chil- 
dren. Hannah was born in Chardon, Geauga County 1829, 
died at 89 Brittain Road, March 20, 1853. 


Rev. John Rodgers was the seventh generation be- 
fore Hannah. He died in England 1639. Gurden Rodgers 
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was born 1765, died 1832. 
War. Gurden Rodgers, Jr. was born 1798, died 1865. 
His wife Sarrah died 1883. They were Hannah's parents. 
The Rodger family record is found in Hurd's History of 
New London County, Connecticut 1882. An early Rodger 
Ancestor landed from England about 1635. He served as 
an interpreter to Indians in Connecticut for Governor 
Winthrop. He served through Pequot War. He served the 
General Assembly in Hartford, 1666-1674. His wifes 
father was the first licensed physician in Connecticut. 


William Williams signer of the Declaration of 
Independence was in this family tree. 


The name of Bliss also appears. The daughter of 
William the Conqueror married the Count of Blois(Bliss). 
There was a Mayflower ancestry in the Bliss family. 
Also there was a Drake related to Sir Francis Drake. 


There were four children born to Thomas and 
Hannah Brittain. Amanda Ann born 1845, died 1913; 
John Gurden 1847-1908; Sarah Margret 1850-1937; Hannah 
Jane spebeienoens =a married West Corp 1863, she 
had four children §§f(Minnie) Mandella 1864 married 
Frank Viall, was divorced and married Edward Isande. 
No children. 


Thomas Willard 1865-1919 married Jennie Stuver, 
died 1903. Three children, Hazel May Corp, Earl Henry 
Corp, Myrtle Ruth Corp. Thomas Willard married second 
time to Alice Witwer, one child Minnie Corp. 


Hannah Jane (Jen) 1875, died 1939, married Elvah 
Elsworth McNeely 1902. No children. 


Dayton Ohio married Edith Bender, two children 
Audrey May Corp, 1906, Marian Dale, 1910. Hannah 


died 1852. 
: John Thomas married Catherine Potts Sept. 1, 1853. 


She was born January 1, 1831 in Suffield Township, 
daughter of Isreal and Mary Cook Potts. 
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ittain 1847-1908 married Agusta DeMass 

were six childreneThomas Reno, 1869. 

I87I, Dillie Ann I873~. Frank Ellswortt 

; off, JOhnnie Myrton I886. 

Thomas Reno,married Minervia White, children 
Walter Charles,William Merton,Sarrah Milarea 
Harl Thomas,Donald Carl,Glen Sherwood. 

Kennith Luther,Miriam Elista. 

Charles Judson married Mattie Selzer, children 
Gertrude May, Myrtle. 

Dillie Anna,married Henry Knepp,children 
Freddie Elldworth, George Elmer,Divorced 1899. 
Married Clement Shew,children,Willard J.Francish 

Frank-~-----= 

Mead married Elizabeth Ioberts,childrenhussell 
EHugene,Harlon, Sarrah Thelma, Lester. 

Johnnie married Cletus Hazzard, Children 
Howard He Virgil R. John Merton, Baby no name. 


S¥#ah Margrett Brittain I850-1937,married Herman 
Newbauer, children Hdna E. Exrnest R. 
Edna married William Langsford,no children 
Earnest’ married Laura Whittaker no children. 
Hannah Jane Brittain 1853-1937 married Thomas Gil- 
christ, children Beckie A. Fred, Burtland, Otto, 
Frank Ellsworth, Lois Prudence. 
Beckie married Charles VanCampen,children 
Harry Lynn, fox Thomas, Victor Lee,Audra Neota 
Dawn Marie,Lois Prudence. 
Fred married Louise Bailey,children, Bruce, fobert 
Harriet Sarrah,John Thomas, Mary Alice, BlizabethF: 
Burt married Lettie RMinger,children,Helen Ruth 
Harry Ringer,Carl Wade,Jean Anne 
Otto married Georgia Stone,one child,Martha Fe 
Frank married Eva Kreighaum »children, Fobert 
Allen,Burnard Carroll, Daniel Flilsworth, Ruth 
Marium, Virginie May,Glenn Thomas. 
Lois married Kenneth Gray,ch’ldren Kenneth Gray 
Henry Thomas Gray. 
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sreal Potts was the son of Joshua born 1809. 
Joshua was a native of Scotland and a pioneer in Suf- 
field Township, Portage County. He cleared a farm 
from 140 acres of woods before 1859. Isreal served 
in the war of 1812. He married Mary Cook daughter of 
David and Chloe Cook of Suffield. Isreal Potts had 
ten children, one was Catherine that John Thomas 
married. A son, Isreal, Jr. served three months in 
Company D and the Ohio Volunteer Infantry. Another 
son Nathan served in the 40th Ohio Battery of Artil- 
lery. Isreal Potts was a democrat. He died 1877. 


David Cook was born in Connecticut. He was in 
the war of 1812. His son Nathan was one of the early 
surveyors of Ohio. He surveyed the site of Cleveland. 


There were eight children born to John Thomas 
and Catherine. Olive Eugenia 1856-1930, married 
Rhoades, there were six children Charles, Rosie, 
T. T., Eldo, and Ethel. 


uel Orange Brittain 1856-1916, married Caroline 
Brumbaugh, four children, Ralph Emerson, Leon Charles, 
Esther Sarah, Florence Catherine. 


Mary Alice Brittain 1859-1955 married Charles 
Kohler, two children, Burt Brittain and Ruth Ione. 


Cora Orinda Brittain 1865-1938 married Harry 
Harrington, three children, Lulu A- Park and Helen 
Faye. 


Nora Grace Brittain 1868-1956 married Frank 
Dorne Chapin, two children, Ruth E. and Donald 
Everett. 


Edith Catherine Brittain 1871-1902 married 
Linus Ewart, two children, Kenneth and Roy Orrin. 
Linus married Grace Kellam, one child, Burt Harlen. 
“Wartha died at three years and another girl died 
shortly after birth. 
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John Thomas came with his father to the farm on 
Brittain Road when he was nine years old. He lived 
there many years marrying and raising a family. His 
son married in 1844 and took over the running of the 
farm. John Thomas bought and went to live on an ad- 
joining farm in Tallmadge where he lived till after his 
wife Catherine died. Then he returned to live on the 
old homestead and visit with his children till he died 
in 1913 at his daughter Grace Chapin's home. At the 
time of his death he left eight children, 37 grand- 
children, 53 great grandchildren, and one great, great 
grandchild. John Thomas was a successful farmer and 
active in community life. He was a Tallmadge trustee 
and was on the school board for thirty years. His 
father helped build the first school in summit county. 
It to was used as a church. Sunday school classes were 
held there. They were Methodists. The story goes a 
Evangelist came to Springfield in the early seventies 
and converted them all to Presbyterian faith and the 
North Springfield Church was started at Ellet. So all 
the Brittains became Presbyterians. John Thomas was 
an active Grange member for years and a staunch re- 
publican. He cast his first vote for Henry Clay when 
he was Twenty-one, he voted twice for Lincoln. His son 
John Gurden Brittain served in the Fourth Ohio Artil- 
lery in the Civil War. He was with Sherman on his 
famous march to the sea, 


John Thomas's son Lemuel lived on the homestead 
all his life. He to was active in community life and 
a member of the Springfield Church where he had an 
unbroken record of attendance for twenty-five years 
except for three times due to diptheria and a washed 
out bridge. He tithed and worked for his church 
always. The daughters were raised as most pioneer 
girls. Had country schooling. There were no high 
schools then. They lived on a farm and were taught 
all skills of home making. Alice lived most of her 
married life in Wabash, Indiana. The only member who 
lived out of the near community of the homestead. 

She lived to be the oldest member at her death. Cora 
gave a helping hand to those who needed it, especially. _.__ 
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The grandchildren have many happy memories of family 
gatherings. At one time John Thomas had a Clay in- 
dustry he operated for 3 years, a farm, also a black- 
smith shop. Eventually he sold the land along what 

is now Market Street. In his time he saw Akron develop. 
At first there was Middlebury in the vicinity of Case 
Avenue where there were woolen mills, pottery and 

a few stores. The main supplies were brought from 
Pittsburgh. At Massillon Road and Market Street a 
community grew called White Grocery. It had a hotel, 
Post Office, store (general), school house, wagon shop, 
blacksmith shop, clay mill and a few homes. Later 
this settlement was called Brittain. 


Many tales have been told about John Thomas and 
the family. Hannah the first wife of Thomas had a 
sister Ann who worked in the woolen mills at Middle- 
bury about 1850, her chumwwas Catherine Potts, who 
later was Thomas's second wife. Hannah went to Ann's 
boarding house to a party, it was there Thomas met 
Hannah, took her home, a few months later married 
her. The story goes the day was set for the wedding 
and preparations made but Thomas did not show up. A 
day or two later he came explaining the horses were 
in use and it was to far to walk, so he waited for 
a horse to ride. After Hannah's death Thomas asked 
her friend Catherine to come and keep house for him 
till he could make other arrangements. She never 
left and he married her within the year. 


There is a story about Thomas's father, John. 
A man came from a neighboring county to see if he 
could beat him in a bout. Such men in those days were 
called bullies who went about trying to see who was 
the best man. Often men gathered to see and money 
was wagered. At this time the Brittains had been 
making cider. John said he would have a drink before 
they started. He picked up the barrel and drank from 
the bung hole. The bully left in a hurry. 


Catherine told about being so homesick and 
running away home to Suffield at the time she was 
caring for the children. That night Thomas went for 
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her, she hid upstairs in the log cabin. Her mother 
told him she was there, then he asked if he could 
marry Catherine. The mother called her down and right 
then she said yes. He took her home with him and a 

few days later they hid their good clothes in the barn 
dressed and slipped away and were married. Not till 
weeks later at a Thanksgiving dinner did the family 
know they had married. Then only when he said she 
would sit at the head of the table from then on. 

Thomas watched for many signs of weather changes. 

Knew about the bird flights. Had stories to tell about 
the stars. Premonitions. A few days before his last 
illness he told his daughter Grace, there was a big 
break in the family coming. He, a daughter, and a 
grandchild died within a short time. Catherine claimed 
there had never been a death in her family but what 

sne knew it, dreaming of a pure white horse coming 

over a hill. 


We grandchildren have many happy memories of 
grandparents, Aunts and Uncles. There are seventeen 
grandchildren left of thirty-seven. The family burial 
grounds are East Akron, Standing Rock, Kent, Stow, 
Newton Street and Ellet. Also Wabash Indians cemetery. 


"There is probably no history only biography" 
Emerson 


Ruth Travis 
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